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KS colleges to develop their own pandemic plans
Malik Jackson
KU Statehouse Wire Service
As institutions continue to
respond to the effects of the
coronavirus pandemic that has
resulted in a drastic shift for
higher learning across the
country, top officials have been
left scrambling to come up with
the best new practices for trying to teach students during the
world health crisis.
In Kansas, institutional decisions are left up to the Board
of Regents, a deliberative body
of nine members appointed by
the governor, responsible for
overseeing public schools
throughout the state.
In the middle of a health crisis, with schools changing
schedules and classes going
virtual the Board of Regents
has granted most of the decision-making power to the universities, themselves.
“When it comes to what we
are dealing with now we delegate planning to the institutions CEOs,” said Matt Keith,
spokesman for the Board of
Regents.
The board describes itself as

overseers of all public colleges.
“We serve as the bosses,”
Keith said.
But in the middle of a global
pandemic the board has shifted
from bosses to supervisors
overseeing plans it did not
come up with. That notion
stands in contrast to the board’s
official code, which states that
the board is largely responsible
for governing university policy
development “on a wide range
of issues,” according to the
board’s manual.
This stands in contrast to the
responses of other states such
as California, where the Board
of Regents worked unilaterally
to cancel most in-person
classes for over 700,000 students. Tavian Smith, a senior
at the University of Kansas,
said he wishes the Kansas
Board of Regents would have
followed suit in developing a
universal plan of action for universities.
“We have the regents for a
reason, but it feels, from what
I’ve seen and heard, like
they’re not doing anything, and
we continue to wait in limbo,”

Smith said.
Since early March, administrators at the University of
Kansas have been left to govern their own response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, according to University spokeswoman
Erinn Barcomb-Peterson.
Some of the decisions by the
University’s CEOs included
moving all classes online,
transitioning to an optional
credit/no credit grading system
until December 2020, and cancelling all spring sports.
“The Board of Regents has
given each of the state’s universities the autonomy to make
decisions,” Barcomb-Peterson
said. “For several months, a
KU leadership team has been
meeting multiple times daily to
discuss the effect of the pandemic on university operations.”
Whether or not that planning
effort has remained collaborative between individual universities and the board remains
unclear.
“We will continue to coordinate plans from the universities,” Keith said when asked

what the board is doing to assist university CEOs in making governing decisions during
the crisis.
Most public institutions of
higher learning in Kansas have
announced similar plans of action to the University of Kansas, but students and faculty
across the state have yet to
hear any unified response to the
pandemic. Barcomb-Peterson
said this has not stopped institutions from coordinating responses with one another.
“Universities are collaborating and sharing information,”
Barcomb-Peterson said.
The absence of a response
from the Board of Regents has
not stopped the universities
from working to reestablish a
since of normalcy. On May 1,
the University of Kansas released a five-stage plan to resume some on-campus operations in the fall semester, following suit with several other
universities across the state.
Malik Jackson is a University of Kansas senior from
Kansas City majoring in journalism.

Gardner settles sexual harassment lawsuit...
From LAWSUIT, page 1
costs for the mediator for the
mediation conducted Feb. 6,
2020.
According to court documents, the city was represented by Ryan B. Denk, the
city’s attorney. The plaintiff
was represented by Anne
Schiavone and Kathleen
Mannion with Holman
Schiavone, LLC.
The lawsuit alleged that in
the summer of 2018, the plaintiff, then 16, was harassed by
a supervisor, and that in June
2018, she was raped by the
supervisor while working as a
seasonal employee for the City
of Gardner. Court documents
assert that the plaintiff has experienced severe emotional
distress.
Court documents stated that

the need for anonymity outweighed public interest in open
court records, and the victim
was referred to only by initials.
The lawsuit alleged sex discrimination, Fourteenth
Amendment violations, and
denial of due process by failing to respond to or prevent discrimination and harassment.
The minor was an employee
with the city’s park department.
According to the suit, about
July 15, 2018 the plaintiff reported sexual assaults and harassment to the Gardner Police Department.
The GPD detective then
relayed allegations of sexual
harassment and assault to the
city, and the girl was placed on
administrative leave.
The girl, and father, re-

quested information regarding
disciplinary action taken
against her supervisor, but the
city refused to provide information, the suit alleges.
A letter from the EEOC regarding the plaintiff’s complaint
granted the minor the right to
file a civil suit.
According to the suit, the
plaintiff believed that Gardner
officials had previous knowledge that the supervisor had
sexually assaulted and/or harassed other girls, before the
rape occurred.
The suit also alleged the supervisor and another city supervisor would regularly engage in inappropriate discussions of a sexual nature.
Plaintiff’s suit says the minor was “sexually harassed
and assaulted, at least in part,

because the City of Gardner,
Kansas, failed to take appropriate actions and failed to
abide by appropriate policies,
to ensure that (plaintiff) and
others were safe from sexual
abuse and sexual harassment.”
According to the suit, on at
least four separate occasions
in May and June 2018, the minor was sexually assaulted at
isolated city-owned locations.
The girl reported she was
raped on top of her car June
28, 2018.
The plaintiff also alleges
other female employees were
harassed by the same supervisor, and that the city had
knowledge of his behavior before the June assault.
https://ecf.ksd.uscourts.gov/cgib
i
n
/
show_public_doc?2019cv2425-27

Health providers try to meet Kansans’ needs
Mitch Quaney
KU Statehouse Wire Service
The COVID-19 crisis has
been a challenge economically
for many, but one overlooked
aspect of the pandemic is the
toll it and its effects have had
on mental health. In Kansas
especially, funding for mental

health treatment has often
taken a backseat.
The Disability Rights Center of Kansas conducted an
investigative report in 2019
that found that funding for
community mental health centers decreased by 50 percent
between 2007 and 2017.

Despite an increase in the
past few years, the funding
allocated for 2020 is still a
16% decrease from the
peak in 2007.
“I’m going to try to put it
into a positive light and say
that we could always use
more funding,” said Sarah

Kirk, director of the University of Kansas Psychological
Clinic.
The clinic, located in Fraser
Hall, has had to change to telemental health practices by utilizing video chat services to
conduct their regular therapy
See HEALTH, page 6

Gardner council declares water watch...
From GARDNER, page 1
water watch trigger point in
five occasions” said Garcia
adding that staff will continue
to monitor the water use and
will bring back recommendations to the governing body as
needed.
A water watch ordinance is
triggered by one of several
conditions including Hillsdale
treatment plant water level,
then declaration of severe
drought conditions in Johnson,
Miami, Douglas or Franklin
counties and the declaration of
stage one water watch by the
Kansas Water Office.
The other stages specified
in the plan are water warning
and water emergency.
- Water your lawn on the
following schedule: Customers
north of Main Street should irrigate on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays; customers south
of Main Street should irrigate
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Saturdays.
Gardner issued water conservation suggestions, including:

- Do not leave sprinklers or
hoses unattended. A garden
hose can pour out 600 gallons
of water or more in only a few
hours.
- Use a broom, not a hose,
to clean driveways, steps and
sidewalks.
- Repair all leaks. Dripping
faucets, for example, might be
small leaks but can, over time,
use a large amount of water.
Leaks inside the toilet can
waste up to 200 gallons of
water per day.
- Turn off the water while
brushing teeth and shaving.
- Only run the dishwasher
when it is fully loaded.
- Set your clothes washing
machine to the proper water
level for the size of the load.
Gardner officials released
the following statement on social media: “The City of
Gardner has issued a Water
Watch for all water customers,
effective immediately. Due to
high temperatures, the lack of
rain, and a higher than average rate of water usage, the
City of Gardner has experi-

enced increased demand and
strain on its water system. If
not addressed, this strain could
limit the supply of water for
essential needs, such as human
consumption, sanitation and
fire protection. During this
water watch, the city asks all
customers to practice indoor
and outdoor water conservation.”

Garcia said the water watch
resolution will not affect bulk
water sales to residents of surrounding unincorporated areas.
During the meeting, the
council entered into a thirty
minute executive session to discuss matters of attorney-client
privilege. No statement was
made following the session.
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Obituaries

Ramona Allenbrand
Ramona Allenbrand, Olathe,
passed away June 17, 2020.
Born in 1938 in Ouray County,
Colo., to Clara Seales Tye and
Kenneth F. Tye. Her early
years were spent in Johnstown,
Colo. The family moved to Tiff
City, Mo., for a number of
years and then to Spring Hill.
She graduated from Spring Hill
High School from there she
went to Kansas City Business
School. She received her associate degree from Johnson
County Community College
and her bachelor’s degree from
the University of Kansas. Also,
from KU, her master’s in public administration. She was
named a Fellow of the Institute for Court Management in
1998.
Ramona began her long
working life as a sheriff ’s
deputy with Johnson County,
Kan., in 1956. In 1964 she
transferred to the Johnson
County County Attorney’s Office, where she served for
more than 10 years. She spent
a number of years in the private sector; the majority of that
time was with Mid-West Land
and Cattle Company. She finished her career with the
county as the Chief Clerk of
the District Court of the 10th
Judicial District in 2001. She
then spent a number of years
as a substitute teacher in the
Spring Hill, De Soto and
Gardner school districts.
For decades she filled the
elected position of precinct
committee woman in her district. She joined the Northeast
Johnson County Republican
Women’s Club as a very
young woman and remained
with the group all of her life.
She chartered the Community
Republican Women Club.
Some time ago she served on
her District’s Water Board.
Most recently she served on
the De Soto Planning Commission.
She is survived by her children, Cindy Jones (Bob
Barnes), Karen Ricci (Bill
Ricci) and Kent Allenbrand
(Guylene Allenbrand). Grand-

children, Matthew Wiggin,
Brian Barnes, Beth Barnes
Komsthoeft, Meghan Wiggin
Herrera, Cody Allenbrand,
Cole Allenbrand and Cooper
Allenbrand. Sister, Dorothy E.
Reece, Oregon.
She was preceded in death
by her husband, Sheriff Fred
Allenbrand. Also by her parents and siblings, Lee V. Tye,
Dee Hurst, Joyce Beck
Wahlborg
and
Jayne
Nicholson.
Visitation is planned for S
June 27 1 p.m - 3 p.m. at the
First Christian Church, 200
East Loula, Olathe. Please,
expect to practice social responsibilities and to wear a
mask. Mask and sanitizer will
be provided. Memorial contributions may be made to
www.alz.org or to the
Alzheimer ’s Association,
Heartland Chapter, 3846 W.
75th St., Prairie Village, Kan.,
66208. Arrangements: Bruce
Funeral Home, Gardner, Kan
(913) 856-7111. Condolences
may
be
left
at
www.brucefuneralhome.com.

Sidney “Sid” K. Fraser
1/5/1940 – 6/16/2020
Preceded in death by, parents, Kenneth and Valentine
Fraser
Survived by, wife, Sandra;
children, Brian (Kim), Lori
Urquhart (Jeff); grandchildren,
Becky Fraser, Elizabeth
Becker (Ben), Stephanie Lewis
(Orry), Annemarie Fraser,
Aidan and Riley Bullock; great
granddaughter, Gracie Becker,
and soon to be great grandson
(in August); sisters, Jean
Somerhalder (Sam), Sheryl
Drew; brother, Jeff Fraser
(Ingrid).
“I have tried to live my life
so that my family would love
me and my friends respect me.
The others can do whatever
the hell they please.” – John
Wayne
Family received friends
June 22 at West Center
Chapel. the funeral was June
23 at West Center Chapel with
internment at Cedardale Cemetery.
Memorials are suggested to
the Alzheimer’s Association.

Public Notice
First published in The Gardner News Wednesday, June 24, 2020
CITY OF EDGERTON, KANSAS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR
VARIANCE TO UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
Case No.: VA2020-01
Notice is hereby given that the Board
of Zoning Appeals of the City of
Edgerton, Kansas, will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, July 14, 2020 at
the Edgerton City Hall, 404 E. Nelson
Street, Edgerton, Kansas at 6:30 p.m.
at which time and place the public
may be heard in regards to an application for a variance to the Unified
Development Code of the City of
Edgerton, Kansas for the following
described real property situated in the
City of Edgerton, Johnson County,
Kansas to wit:
The DeLong Company, applicant representative, for the property located
on the northeast corner of 191st
Street and Homestead Lane requests
approval for a variance to the Unified
Development Code on the following
real property, as noted and described:
All that part of the Southwest quarter
of Section 34, Township 14 South,
Range 22 East, and part of a tract of
land described as the J. A. Pearce
Tract in the 1892 Re-Survey of said
Section Township and Range, City of
Edgerton, Johnson County, Kansas,
said tract of land being more particularly described as follows:
Commencing at the Southwest corner of the Southwest quarter of said

Section 34; thence N 88° 10' 27" E
along the South line of said quarter
section, a distance of 232.30 feet to
the Point of Beginning; thence continuing N 88° 10' 27" E along said
South line and also along the South
line of said J.A Pearce Tract, a distance of 1095.14 feet to the Southwest corner of the Final Plat of MIDWEST GATEWAY, a subdivision of
land in the City of Edgerton, Johnson
County, Kansas; thence N 2° 16' 29"
W along the West line of said MIDWEST GATEWAY, a distance of
1170.30 feet to the Northwest corner
of said MIDWEST GATEWAY; thence
S 53° 52' 24" W, a distance of 683.46
feet to a point on the West line of said
J. A. Pearce Tract; thence N 1° 52'
40" W along said West line, a distance of 85.90 feet; thence S 53° 52'
24" W, a distance of 407.79 feet to a
point of curvature; thence Southwesterly along a curve to the left,
having a radius of 461.00 feet, a central angle of 40° 11' 07" and an arc
distance of 323.33 feet to a point of
non-tangency; thence S 1° 49' 33" E,
a distance of 383.68 feet to the Point
of Beginning. containing 912,609± Sq.
Ft. or 20.951± Acres.
Dated this 24th day of June, 2020.
John Daley, Chairperson
Edgerton Board of Zoning Appeals
City of Edgerton, P.O. Box 255, 404 E.
Nelson St., Edgerton, KS 66021

