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Chamber cancels parade
The Gardner Edgerton
Chamber of Commerce board
of directors issued a statement June 22, 2020, that the
Johnson County Fair Parade
has been cancelled.
The parade, an annual
event, had been scheduled for
Aug. 1. The parade includes
area businesses, politicians, 4H clubs, bands and more;
many years it lasts for an hour.
“This was not an easy decision,” the statement reads.
“The chamber board felt during this unusual time that our
first and foremost priority is
the safety of the participants,
spectators, volunteers and
staff. After deliberation and

discussion with everyone involved in the planning and execution of the parade, it was
determined there were just too
many question marks to provide a safe environment for
everyone involved.”
According
to
the
chamber ’s statement, the
Johnson County Fair Association has announced modified
plans for this year’s fair during the week of July 26- Aug.
1.
Information on the fair can
be found on their Facebook
page.
The chamber statement indicates the parade will be held
in 2021.

Gardner council
declares water watch
Albert Rukwaro
Special to The Gardner News
Gardner city council declared a stage one water watch
for the city after the city’s
treatment plant operated above
83 percent capacity on five
occasions.
The special meeting was
originally called with an
agenda only for an executive
(closed) session, and the water concern was added at a
later time.
By adopting the water resolution, the council empowers
city employees to inform the

public about the shortage and
ask residents to voluntarily reduce water consumption. The
resolution was adopted at a
June 17 meeting.
Gonzalo Garcia, utilities director, told the council that the
city’s revised water conservation plan addresses short term
water shortage through a series of stages based on conditions of supply and demand
with accompanying triggers,
goals and actions.
Since June 14 the water
demand has gone above the
See GARDNER, page 4

Gardner settles sexual
harassment lawsuit
Gardner’s donation of
$5,000 to MOCSA last May
was part of a sexual harassment settlement between the
city and a minor who had filed
a lawsuit in federal district
court. The city was also ordered to make payments for
$75,000 for the victim’s personal physical injuries.
The $5,000 donation was
made May 15 and authorized
by Jim Pruetting, city administrator, according to Sharon

Rose, city clerk.
Under a KORA request,
Rose also provided documents
which indicated that of the
$75,000, $10,000 would be paid
to the victim, $35,813.39
plaintiff’s attorneys fees and
expenses, and $29,186.61 to
set up an annuity for the plaintiff. Rose said those payments
will be made by Gardner’s insurance.
In addition, Gardner will pay
See LAWSUIT, page 4

Photos Courtesy of USD 231

USD 231 begins Farm to Families distribution
More than 233,000 meals
had been served by the USD
231 nutritional services between March 23 and June 1.
And on June 1, district
employees also handed out
the first round of Farms to
Families produce and dairy
boxes with meal kits. This
USDA grant program provides additional product at
no charge to distribute to
families. The food in these
boxes varies and is intended
to support local businesses

and farmers who would have
otherwise sold this product to
restaurants and other institutional outlets.
At the national/state level as
part of the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program it was announced in April that USDA
would purchase and distribute
agricultural products to those in
need. Through this program,
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is
partnering with national, regional and local suppliers,

Council debates potholes, annexation of lake road
Lynne Hermansen
Special to The Gardner News
During the June 15
Gardner City Council updates Michael Cramer, public works director, spoke over
phone about a request from
Gardner Lake residents for
road maintenance.
Cramer said the roads at
Gardner Lake are not city
roads, but the county has always disagreed. Gardner has
always treated them as private roadways except for an
exemption from 2010-2016
when gravel was brought out
to temporarily fix holes.
Most Gardner Lake
homes are not taxed or city
owned. Cramer said four
homes on Lake Road 3 and
the old beach house are within
city limits. “It’s purpose is
marked as a ‘private driveway,’ and the city doesn’t provide maintenance on private
driveways,” Cramer said.
“The property owners are
responsible.”
Rich Melton, council mem-

ber, said he wanted to know
if the city was being asked to
make it a driveway or street.
Cramer said they were being asked to provide maintenance. “It doesn’t cost a great
deal of money,” he said. “It
is different than other lake
roads.”
Steve Shute, mayor, said it
is a private road at this time,
but every property on Lake
Road 3 is paying property
taxes since they are within
city limits.
Mark Baldwin, council
member, said it is no different than a private drive in the
city, and the city doesn’t own
it.
Cramer said it is owned by
Gardner for the purpose of a
driveway.
Randy Gregorcyk, council
member, asked what the city
had done historically.
Cramer said after the 2010
- 2016 minor road maintenance Gardner has done
nothing and treated it like every private drive. “We are

looking for a clear policy
moving forward,” he said.
Baldwin said to dispose of
rock when available, and
Todd Winters, council president, said the sign says ‘private drive,’ so he doesn’t feel
an obligation to maintain it.
Shute said it made sense
from his perspective to maintain the drive as the
homeowners pay city property taxes.
Gregorcyk said he wanted
to know how much it would
cost to dump some gravel
and grade it.
Cramer said it is $250, and
the homes are worth $300 in
property taxes.
Baldwin said he’d like to
have a conversation with the
homeowners before making
a decision.
Shute wanted to know if
the Gardner Lake Association
was a homeowners association Gardner could deed the
land to.
Cramer said the Gardner
Lake Association doesn’t

maintain the Gardner Lake
roads.
Shute asked if the maintenance was a pressing need,
and if the road had big potholes.
Cramer said if they did a
temporary maintenance it
would make the residents
happy for now.
Melton said he wished to
know their options, if they
could fix the road temporarily
now, and if they took control
of the road could the city turn
it into a public street.
“Why fix it first,” Baldwin
said.
“Just to be nice,” Melton
said. “Let’s go on the assumption they want a public
street. It might help us build
a bridge with Gardner Lake.”
Shute said he suggested an
incentive to annex Gardner
Lake into the City of Gardner.
A consensus among council members was reached to
talk to homeowners on Lake
Road 3 at Gardner Lake before deciding to fix the drive.

whose workforce has been significantly impacted by the closure of restaurants, hotels and
other food service businesses,
to purchase up to $3 billion in
fresh produce, dairy and meat
products.
The program will purchase
$461 million in fresh fruits and
vegetables, $317 million in a
variety of dairy products, $258
million in meat products and
$175 million in a combination
box of fresh produce, dairy or
meat products. Suppliers will

package these products totaling $1.2 billion into familysized boxes, then transport
them to food banks, community and faith-based organizations, and other non-profits serving Americans in need
from May 15 through June
30, 2020. AMS may elect to
extend the period of performance of the contracts, via
option periods, dependent
upon program success and
available remaining funds, up
to $3 billion.

Gardner, Choate
lawsuit concludes
A jury trial was held last
March regarding an officerinvolved shooting, and a
$50,000 settlement judgment
was made against one
Gardner officer.
The wrongful death suit
had been filed in the United
States District Court in 2016
by Michele Choate on behalf
of all heirs of Deanne
Choate, 53. Choate, was
fatally shot by Gardner police officers on March 26,
2015, and shortly thereafter
the Johnson County District
Attorney’s office issued a
press release that they had
cleared GPD of any wrongdoing.
The lawsuit named the
City of Gardner, and police
officers Robert Huff, Justin
Mohney and Jeff Breneman,
as defendants. The city was
represented by David R.
Cooper of Fisher, Patterson,
Sayler & Smith, LLP.

A $50,000 amended judgment was entered March 9,
2020 against Robert Huff; and
the document also says the
“plaintiff takes nothing as to
defendants City of Gardner,
Kansas, Justin Mohney, and
Jeff Brennman.”
Police were responding to a
911 call at a home in the 400
block of North Birch Street.
The call indicated Deanne was
under the influence of alcohol,
might be suicidal and had a
gun, according to court documents.
The 2016 lawsuit alleged
unnecessarily aggressive behavior and impulsive, reckless
and excessive use of deadly
force and also said the city has
a practice of authorizing the use
of deadly force in the absence
of an actual and immediate
threat and a long standing
policy of hiding a police
officer’s excessive use of
force.
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Gardner receives to fund additional police officer
The Department of Justice
(DOJ) awarded Gardner with
$125,000 in grant money to
fund an additional police officer. The officer’s role will be
to implement community policing strategies to strengthen
partnerships between law en-

forcement and its residents and
enhance safety through collaborative crime prevention
efforts.
“We are fortunate to receive this three-year funding to
employ an additional officer
dedicated to community rela-

tions efforts,” said Jay Belcher,
police chief. “Our goal is to join
forces with the members of our
community to solve problems
that impact Gardner and build
a strong and trusting relationship with the public.”
Nearly $400 million was dis-

tributed to 596 law enforcement agencies nationwide
through the DOJ’s Community
Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) Hiring Program.
Gardner was one of 15 recipients in Kansas.

Health providers try to meet Kansans’ needs
From HEALTH, page 4
sessions.
“We had to shut down until
May in order to fully transition to tele-health services,”
Kirk said. “We’ve been getting a steady intake of calls
since we’ve reopened.”
Kirk says that the issues of
patients in the KU Psychological Clinic echo what is
being seen on a global scale.
United Nations Secretary
General António Guterres put

out a policy brief on mental
health on May 13 urging governments to focus on mental
health during the pandemic.
“Mental health problems,
including depression and
anxiety, are some of the
greatest causes of misery in
our world,” Guterres said.
Guterres says that job loss,
isolation and uncertainty of
the future are some of the
ways that the pandemic can
cause psychological damage.

KU students echo this problem as they finish out their
college semester.
“There was a lot of anxiety at the beginning and an
impending sense of doom the
week everything shut down,
then a depression-like state in
April, I think I was mostly just
drowning in schoolwork,”
said Darian Martin, a junior
in the university’s education
program from Scottsdale,
Ariz.

Although the semester has
come to a close, students do
not feel a sense of calm.
“[There’s] lots of anxiety
and worry about if school will
actually reopen in the fall,”
Martin said, “and I feel
robbed of all the memories I
could have made.”
Mitch Quaney is a University of Kansas senior from
Auburn, Kan., studying journalism..
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